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Please visit the AHEA Web page at: http://magyar.org and send any suggestions you have to the Executive

Director at eniko@ex-pressnet.com, or

Hungarian Educators’ Association was held at

John Carroll University, Ohio, April 8-11,
1999,  The theme of the conference, “Memory,
Culture, and Identity: the Hungarian Global Village at
the End of the Millenium,” allowed for a wide range of
topics to be discussed. Professor Martha Pereszlényi-
Pintér organized the event with the assistance of
Professor Katherine Gatto. Prof. Pereszlényi-Pintér is
the President of the Association. The conference
heard sixty presentations in twenty sections. The
topics ranged from history and literature to
ethnography, pedagogy, linguistics, and sociology.

Special sections dealt with the education of Hungarian
students outside of Hungary. With the help of the
Anyanyelvi Konferencia -the International
Association of Hungarian Language and Culture-three
educators were invited to offer status reports of their
country’s Hungarian educational situation. Ildiké
Orosz, President of the Carpatho-Ukrainian
Hungarian Educators Association, Tibor Beder, Chief
Superintendent of Education in Hargita County,
Romania, and Zoltan Sido, President of the Hungarian
Educators Association of Slovakia. Hungarian

instruction and cultural maintenance in the
US. and in Canada was discussed in numerous
presentations.

The 24® Annual Conference of the American

At the close of the conference, a document was
approved outlining practical plans for future
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cooperation between the American Hungarian
Educators Association and the groups in Slovakia,
Carpatho-Ukraine and Transylvania. The agreement
calls for cooperation between the AHEA and the
Karpataljai Magyar Pedagosusszovetseg, the
Slovakia Magyar Pedagogusok Szovetsége, and the
Roméniai Magyar Pedagogusok Szovetsége. In view
of this, they will send to each other their publications
and information about their programs, and will seek
to keep in touch through all of the means of modem
communication. They also undertake to invite each
other to their conferences, programs, professional
meetings, etc. In international fora, such as the
Anyanyelvi Konferencia, Magyarok Vilagszovetsége,
Nemzetkozi Magyar Filologiai Tarsasag, they will
support programs and financingto further the aims of
the pedagogical associations. Exchanges at both the
school and the family level of students is encouraged,
and mutual aid will be extended to assist the schools
in these organizations in obtaining books, teachers,
and teaching aids, e.g. computers, scholarships, etc.

John Carroll University and the city of Cleveland
made the Association welcome by hosting numerous
events, from the welcome program hosted by the
President of the University and featuring August B.
Pust, Director, Ohio Intercultural Affairs and
Mulitcultural Progams. Rev. John Adam, S.J.
Provincial of the Hungarian Province gave the
address. A message by Géza



Jeszenszky, the Hungarian Ambassador to A musical presentation rounded out the program.

Washington, was read by the Cultural Attaché in An evening banquet at the Budapest Hungarian
the absence of the Ambassador. Ambassador Restaurant completed the social events of the
Jeszenszky, a member of the AHEA when he was a program. Papers presented at the conference may be
Fulbright professor at Santa Barbara, sent warm published in a Proceedings volume. Manuscripts
wishes to the Association which recalled his days were requested by Sept. 1, and depending on
before becoming a politician. response, the volume may be out shortly.
(’O'O
Report on the Business Meeting

M. Basa, Executive Director, gave a report on the activities of the Association. The financial report, given
by Enik6 M. Basa, indicated a balance of $2,251.70 in the checking account, $1,108.53 in the savings
account. The CD’s total $4,838.01. The Marai Foundation in Slovakia and the Romaniai Magyar Pedagogus
Szovetség each received $200.00 for scholarships in 1998. A curatorium has been set up in Transylvania to
~advertise and award the scholarship. Awardees have to be engaged in a course of study that will advance the
maintenance of Hungarian heritage in the area, and are expected to remain within their own countries upon
completion of their studies. Contributions to the fund are encouraged; checks should be sent to the AHEA
Executive Director with a note in the memo area to indicate the purpose.

The Business Meeting of the AHEA was held on Saturday moming. In the absence of the Secretary, Enik6

Peter and Enik6 M. Basa have continued to represent the AHEA . Enikd is on the Board of the Library of
Congress-Soros Fellows and has continued the programs she had initiated (lunches, presentations, meetings).
The Fellows were invited to the Basas for meals or weekends, and also to the ocean for a weekend. In addition
to the Soros Fellows, Fulbright Scholars and Freedom House/National Forum Foundation Fellows continue to
receive home hospitality, VIP tours of the Library of Congress, and other assistance .

The semi-annual picnic for Hungarian students and young professionals continues to enjoy success. Begun under
AHEA sponsorship, it is now organized and funded by the participants. The emphasis is on fun and networking,
but there is also a chance to meet with diplomats and Hungarian embassy staff in an informal setting.

Béla J. Bognar has initiated a scholarship program at Wright State University. Members are encouraged to look
at the description in the Newsletter and to contact Béla Bognar for more information and donations if you wish
to help. The scholarship is designed to assist persons of Hungarian background and is certainly a cause the
AHEA wishes to endorse.

Amadeo di Francesco of the Istituto Universitario Orientale in Naples, currently president of the Association of
Hungarian Studes, invites all AHEA members to the meeting of this body in 2001 in Finland. For more
information, write to: Nemzetkdzi Magyar Filologiai Tarsasag, Hungarolélogia 2001, Jyviskylin ylipisto, PL35-
A, FIN-40351 Finland or e-mail: hungkong@cc.yju.fi. You may also visit the web site at: www jyu.fi/hungkong
for information.
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Miscellaneous News

Atlantic integration. Toivo U. Raun, Chair of the Central Eurasian Dept. and Jdnos Mazsi, the Hungarian

Chair Professor opened the program. The moming session’s presenters were Géza Jeszenszky, historian,
Hungarian Ambassador to the USA, Jézsef Szajer MP, Chairman of the European Integration Committee,
Ferenc Koszoriis, Chairman of the American Hungarian Federation of Washington, and Paul Marer, economics
professor at Indiana. The afternoon topics were discussed by Mihaly Szegedy-Maszik, professor of literature
at Eétvos Lorand University and at Indiana, Kéroly Nagy, professor of sociology at Middlesex County College
and at Rutgers University, and Adam Makkai, professor of linguistics at the University of Chicago Circle.

Indiana University’s Hungarian Chair organized a symposium on April 17, 1999 about Hungary’s Euro-

scholarship fund. He has established a fund at Wright State University and donations to this are

encouraged. He covered the groundwork for establishing such a fund at the meeting, including fundraising
methods and strategies for approaching your own administrations. There are very few scholarships for
Hungarian students, yet millions of scholarship funds go unclaimed each year. Béla Bognar’s suggestions are
invaluable, and while only one model among many, members are urged to investigate it. To send donations to
the fund established at Wright State, or for more information, please contact Béla at: Wright State University,
3640 Colonel Glenn Hwy., Dayton, OH 45435-0001

Béla Bognér presented his proposal to support Hungarian Students through the establishment of a

r 1pad Géncz has responded to a letter from Eniké M. Basa which addressed the brain drain problem.
While the number of young Hungarians studying or working in the US and Canada (as well as other
Western nations) is in many ways a very positive sign, their eventual return to Hungary is what would

give the country its greatest boost. Many US programs recognize this, and make return for a few years manatory.
However, it is not the forced return that is of most benefit. Hungarian students and professionals should be
encouraged to return because the opportunities at home are such that they can use their talents and knowledge
to best advantage. Such talent and knowledge should also be recognized by the country and enable them to move
into the kind of positions which they have a chance for here. In response to a specific proposal, Norbert Kro6
of the Ministry of Education has responded that he is interested, particularly in the “job fair” portion of our
proposal. While it is true that the work of Hungarian professionals abroad is in many ways helpful to Hungary
itself, it is time that the same sort of encouragement which other countries give to their nationals is also
encouraged in Hungary. We will investigate the possibilities further, and keep you posted on developments. The
unicum will carry news as well as the AHEA newsletter and home page. If you have an address that will reach
many students, please sent it to the Secretariat.

ungarian studies at Rutgers University continue to be supported by the Magyar Oregdiak Szovetség—
Bessenyei Gyorgy Kor. This year, visiting instructors from Hungary have a total of fifty students in four
classes and independent studies. Dr. Judith Hajnal, of the Medical University of Debrecen and its
Summer University is teaching beginning, intermediate and advanced Hungarian. Miklés Molnar, Fulbright
professor from the Estvos Lorant University is visiting professor at the Dept. of Communications at Rutgers and
teaches courses on Hungarian media and film in English. The Hungarian Institute is under the directorship of
Jozsef Borocz, who mentioned that talks might soon begin on the renewal and extension of the agreement between



the Hungarian cultural ministries and Rutgers which had established the Institute .

Future programs of the Association were announced by the President, Karoly Nagy. Miklés Kontra will talk on
the linguistic rights of Central European minorities in October, and in November Ambassador Géza Jeszenszky
will give a commemorative lecture on the Revolution of 1956.

tér 6, Budapest. Some sessions will be held in the Térténettudomanyti Intézet, (Uri u. 3) also in the

Castle District. Organizer Peter Pastor suggested: Hungarian-North American Themes. A call for
papers is enclosed in the newsletter, and information on special flights as well as favorable hotel rates will be
furnished later. We hope to involve not only or members, but also teachers from the neighboring countries and
so foster more communication between them and us. Priority will be given to AHEA members in the presentation
of papers, although we hope to attract colleagues both from Hungary and the neighboring states. We should have
some support fromthe Anyanyelvi Konferencia in enabling colleagues from Hungary’s successor statestoattend.
We will certainly have support from universities and institutes of the MTA.. Prominent Hungarian scholars will
be invited to celebrate our 25™ Conference with us also. See call for papers on separate enclosed flyer.

C onference 2000 is well underway. The dates are May 24-27 at the Kulturinovot Hotel, Szentharomag

Scholarship News

he Scholarship Fund has sent to schools in Slovakia and Transylvania its second round of support.

In Slovakia, the Marai Sandor Foundation administers the gant and gives it to a student whose

studies are designed to foster the maintenance of Hungarian culture and language in the area. In
Transylvania, the award is administered by a committee appointed by the Roméaniai Magyar Pedagogusszovetség.
The recipienst were Agnes Balint at the Babes-Bolyai University in Fine Arts and Banka Béjte at the Spiru Haret
University in Brasso in economics.

Nyugati, Kisebbsegi Pedagdgusok Egyiittmiikidése

Amerikia Magyar Tandrok Egyesiilete (American Hungarian Educators Association) 24. Konferencia,
John Carroll University, Ohio, 1999 aprilis 8-11

Egyiittmokddési megillapodds a Magyarorszag hatarain kivil él6 magyar tombok, szigetek és
szorvanyok szamara helyenként egye nehezebb feladat, egyre sulyosbodo gond és felel6ség a magyar nyelv és
kultira oktatasa.

Az Amerikai Magyar Tanarok Egyesiilete, a Karpataljai Magyar Pedagogusszovetség, a Slovakia
Magyar Pedagogusok Szovetsége és a Romaniai Magyar Pedagogusszovetség egyiittmikodési megallapodst kot
egymas munkassaga kolcsénés, folyamatos és hatasos timogatasara.

I. Kommunikscié

1. Rendszeresen elkiildjiik egymasnak a kiadvanyainkat: tajékoztatoinkat, dsszejéveteleink, rendezvényeink,
programjaink meghivat, értesitdit, jegyzokonyveit, folyoratainkat, konyveinket, taneszkozeinket.

2. Levelezés, telefon, fax- e-posta iitjan allandé kapcsolatot tartunk fenn tisztvisel5ink, megbizottaink kozott.
3. Tagjaink kapcsolattartisa elGsegitésére eljuttatjuk egymasnak tagsagi cim-, telefon-, fax és e-posta
jegyzékiinket.

II. Szakmai 6sszejdvetelek

1. Meghivjuk egymast id6szaki konferenciainkra, szakma dsszejoveteleinkre, tanfolyamainkra, taldlkozoinkra,
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programjainkra, egyéni eléadasok tartasara.
2. Nemzetkozi szervezeteink keretében—pl. Anyanyelvi Konferencia-A magyar Nyelv és Kultira Nemzetézi
Tarsasaga, Magyarok Vilagszovetsége, Nemzetkozi Magyar Filologiai Tarsasag, Magyar Reformatusok
Vilagszovetsége, stb.~tanaregyesiileteink gondjait, témait targyalé miihelyeket, konferencia iilszakokat, valamint
a magyar nyelv és kultira okatasat elésegitd koltségvetési programmokat inditvanyozunk, szerveziink,
tamogatunk.
II1. Testvériskoldk-cseredidkok
1. Iskolaink kozétt testvériskola kapcsolatok létesitését, fenntartasat segitjiik elo, gondozzuk.
2. Csaladok kélcsonds cserediak-meghivasat segitjiik el6, gondozzuk.
IV. Jogérvényesités, segély
1. Tamogatjuk egymas torekvéseit annak érdekében, hogy orszagainkban az egyetemes emberi jogok egyikeként
érvényesiiljon a magyar nyelv és kultira oktatasanak és miivelésének lehet6sége és tamogatottsaga.
2. Segitjik egymas iskolait, fiskolait, kényvtarait, pedagogusait és tanuldit a szitksegleteknek és a
lehetdségeknek megfelelé modon és eszkozokkel, pl. konyvekkel, szamitogépekkel, Gsztondijakkal és egyéb
juttatasokkal.

Pereszlényi Pintér Marta, az Amerikai Magyar Tanarok Egyesiilete (American Hungarian Educators

Association) elncke

Orosz Ildiké, a Karpataljai Magyar Pedagogusszovetség elndke

Beder Tibor, Hargita megye fotanfeliigyelSje

Sidé Zoltan, a Szlovakiai Magyar Pedagogusok Szévetsége elndke

The American Hungarian Educatos Association thanks Arpdd Kovdcs
for mounting and maintaining our web page

AHEA Membership Form/Dues Renewal

Dues are payable for the calendar year. All members are urged to send their 1999/2000 dues promptly. The date
on your mailing label indicates the year we last received dues from you.

Name:
Address: (give preferred mailing address here)

Business phone: Home phone:
Fax: email:
Institutional affiliation:

Other address (optional)

Dues: Regular members: $15.00  Couples/Joint members: 320.00 Students/Retired: $10.00
Make checks payable to: AHEA Treasurer and send to AHEA, P.O. Box 30288, Bethesda, MD 20824-0288

Please clip or copy and return to the Secretariat with the appropriate amount.
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