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THE MINUTES OF AHEA
GENERAL MEETING IN
MONTCLAIR
APRIL 27, 1996

The annual meeting of the AHEA was called to

order by Enik6 M. Basa in the absence of the outgoing
president, Attila Lantos. She announced the results of the
elections, which were: President: Peter Pastor, Vice-
President: K4lmén Magyar, Secretary: Kay Scrimger, Trea-
surer: Péter Basa; new Board members: George Bisztray,
Kenneth Nyirady, and Ruth Bfr6; continuing as Board
members: Nandor Dreisziger, Martha Pereszlényi-Pinter,
Susan Glanz, and llona Lantos.
Incoming President Peter Pastor then took over the con-
duct of the meeting. Since there had been no meeting in
Montreal due to a lack of quorum, Eniké referred mem-
bers to the report on the 20th conference in The Educator
(Vol. 18, no. 3). As outgoing treasurer, Enik3 reported on
the financial situation of the Association: Balance from
1994: $1,746.66; Income in 1995 from dues, interest and
donations: $1,069.96 for a total of $2,816.62. Expenses:
Newsletter, postage, P.O. box: $365.33; Office supplies
$116.55; HAC for booklets: $25.00; Bank charges (re-
tumed checks, Canadian checks) $76.45; Scholarship
fund: $100.00 for a total of $683.33. This left a balance
atthe end of 1995 of $2,133.29. The Savings account had
a balance of $856.75 of which $300.00 is earmarked for
the textbook fund and the rest is the Scholarship Fund.
Also in the Schoiarship Fund are a two-year Certificate of
Deposit for 1,000.00 and a five-year CD for $3,000. The
interest on the savings was $117.69, on the CD’s $60.38
for four months as of December.

A letter from Béla Pomogats, President of the
Anyanyelvi Konferencia, was read. Copies were avail-
able at the conference.

The site of the 1997 conference was announced:
it will be at the University of Maryland Conference
Center, College Park, April 17-19. Thecall for papers and
information will be sent out to all members and included

Cont. on page 4
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HUNGARIAN STUDIES -
A HOLDING ACTION?

REFLECTIONS ON THE 1996 CONFERENCE

In our efforts to maintain and promote Hungarian
culture and Hungarian language, are we just engaging in
a holding action “to push back the time when Hungarian
is no longer spoken” in the United States and Canada?
Does this, by implication, mean that Hungarian studies
will be relegated to a historical footnote in college
catalogs? Now that there is a free Hungary taking its place
in the community of nations, do Hungarian-Americans no
longer have a valid mission in maintaining and passing on
their language and culture here? Do Hungarian-Ameri-
cans no longer have a role to play in American universi-
ties, colleges, libraries, research institutions, scouting,
and all levels of education? Are we to plan on obsoles-
cence and the slow if orderly demise of this association
and all our institutions? This scenario was suggested (not
stated) by Karoly Nagy’s comment in his closing remarks
on the panel, “Hungarian Schools in the USA.” My
answer, mos: emphatically, is no. Aswe look toward the
25th anniversary of this Association in the year 2,000, and
as we celebrate the various important milestones in
Hungarian history in the upcoming years, we have to
transcend this pessimism. We have to define our goals
and reevaluate our methods. And, we have to reaffirm our
commitment to Hungarian studies. Otherwise, all past
efforts shall have been in vain.

The suggestion that teaching Hungarian to chil-
dren is merely an effort to push back time—and it is only
to this that Kéroly referred—suggests nostalgia, not plan-
ning. Besides the intrinsic value of a second language our
children thus gain, we are training a new generation with
a background in Hungarian culture that can only be
learned with great difficulty later, and which will almost
always lack an emotional component that provides intui-
tive understanding of nuances not generally acquired in
a formal educational setting. The second language and
cultural background will give these students opportuni-
ties in business, govemment, science and the academic
world; many students will also come to an understanding
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of Hungarian as part of world culture, as part of American
achievements, and will, often inadvertently and maybe
unconsciously, aid Hungarian-American relations.

To move towards this natural integration of our
values in American society—an integration that does not
negate the need for institutions, and cultural and language
maintenance—we have to change our mind set. We have
to make this an organic part of our life, personally and
institutionally. We cannot be, or profess to be, Americans
from 8-5 and Hungarians the rest of the time. Nor is there
anything unusual in these coexisting roles: most Ameri-
cans work at a job and are also active in community or
religious affairs; they might even have a second career as
coaches, counsellors, or ministers besides being doctors,
teachers, or carpenters. So, we have to stop dividing our
“Hungarian” lives from our “American” lives. We have
to stop being apologetic for our “other” interests. We
have to leam that we do contribute to society at large
through our work in Hungarian studies at any level.
Conversely, we have to guard against being arrogant and
assuming that others don‘t understand our interests and so
why should we bother sharing these with them. We
should be aggressive (not obnoxious) in our efforts for the
maintenance of Hungarian language and culture in the
United States and Canada.

| have started by denying that language mainte-
nance is a “holding action,” yet have directed most of my
remarks to cultural maintenance. But, there is really no
contradiction. Language maintenance is the foundation
of the rest. True, not everyone of Hungarian heritage will
learn Hungarian, or retain it even if he or she goes to afew
sessions of Hungarian class. If we look around, relatively
few of the “old” emigrant groups have kept their lan-
guage. But, efforts at language maintenance should not
be written off. There is value in the exposure to a
language, and those most interested will build on the
foundations of the Hungarian schools or scouts, or visits
to Hungary, to keep in touch with their roots. They will
be the ones with real insight into Hungarian culture who
can provide the next generation of academics and who
can become the generation of political leaders for whom
Hungary will not be merely a strange country somewhere
in the troubled Balkans. Freeler) of emotional baggage
than the first generation, they will also be able to evaluate
world events more like Americans and respond with more
sawvy. They will have the advantage of being able to

Cont. on page 3
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Cont. from page 2- Hungarian Studies...

travel, of getting to know both Hungary and the United
States. If American students are willing to invest both
money and time as part of their university studies—and
even independently of them—to get to know foreign
lands, how much more logical such an investment would
be for a person of Hungarian background. And how much
more rewarding if he already has some familiarity with
the language and the culture. At the very least, the lives
of those students who spend time in Hungarian schooi or
participate in the Hungarian scouts can be enriched.

It is up to us, the parents and teachers, to present
the Hungarian experience as a positive value. It should
not be a chore (though it will often be a burden). We
complain of fewer and fewer children in the Saturday
schools, yet there are more and more adults who want to
learn the language. We point to a lack of student interest
in Hungarian at universities, yet a well-advertised and
presented course draws students. Maybe the fault is not
in the course but in the presentation. Judging from the
comments by the two principals of week-end Hungarian
schools, Péter Harkay and Gyula Varga, the difficulties
are financial and administrative, not lack of interest. If the
curriculum is flexible and it is integrated into the main-
stream, the schools can be forward-looking and not
nostalgic. But, Hungarian identity should not be tied to
language: if it is, even language leaming will suffer.
Language has to be presented as a component of a
heritage which informs other areas of life. Only in that
way will it continue to have validity.
specialize in a variety of fields. At Rutgers University, the
Hungarian Institute is in a different position, but it can still
become the basis of a serious program. Here the support
of the community as well as the University is essential, so
the courses have to address the needs and interests of both
constituencies. Outreach is essential: the Hungarian
community must see how the Institute can contribute to
the maintenance of the Hungarian heritage of which the
community is proud; the university must see that the

Institute contributes to its record of offering an excellent
academic program.

The theme of the 1997 conference will be “Hun-
garian Education in the Second Millenium.” Let us think
of constructive ways in which new educational strategies
can be developed to meet the needs of this new millenia
through which new generations will become familiar
with both Hungarian language and its culture, and the
ways in which the technology of this new age can help us
achieve this goal.

Enikd M. Basa
Executive Director

UNIVERSALIST UNITARIAN
CHURCHES

The Universalist Unitarian Churches, as some of you
know, have an active Partner Church program with the
Unitarian churches in Transylvania. At the meeting of
the =xecutive Committee cf the Pastner Ch tc Ceancil
in February of this year they passed a resolution “noting
with grave concern the Education Law which denies
native language education to ethnic minorities. Unitar-
ians of Romania, with whom our 180 churches and
thousands of members engage in partnerships of great
mutual benefit, and whom we regard as close kin, report
to us that they feel this law is the most serious threat to
their human rights in this century, and couia lead to the
obliteration of their culture ana reiigion.” They resolve
to express support for the Unitarian Church in Romania
“in their struggle to repeal the Education Law”; to
educate their own congregations on the law and com-
municate their opposition to the law “by organizing
public witnesses at embassies and consulates of Roma-
nia in the United States and Canzda,” and by contacting
the appropriate U.S. and Canadian legislative and gov-
ernmental bodies to lobby against the acceptance of
“Romania’s membership in any body that respects or
guards the human rights of citizen: of its member
nations.” They also request the International Associa-
tion for Religious Freedom and the Intemmational Asso-
ciation of Unitarians and Universalists to support the
cause.
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Cont. from page 1- The Minutes of AHEA...

in The Ecucator, and wiil also be mounted on varicus
discussion group lists. Please contact Enik6 M. Basa for
information or suggestions for sessions. The sites of
upcoming conferences was then discussed, with Indiana
U. mentioned as a possibility for 1998, and Rutgers or
New York for the following year. A meeting with the
Hungarian Studies Association of Canada will also be
due.

It was decided that the AHEA will mount a home
page cn the World Wide Web. it can be used to increase
visibility, recruit new members, and disseminate infor-
mation. It was moved that the necessary funds be
allocated, and the motion carried unanimously. Kilmén
Magyar will chair a subcommittee on how best to estab-
lish and use the home page. The Executive Committee
will have oversight of the funds.

Enik5 then announced two programs that will
be partly sponsored by the AHEA, although not involving
significant AHEA funds. In the fall AHEA will cooperate
with the Hungarian Embassy to host area students at a
picnic. Anita Koml6di will coordinate with Katalin
Bénlaki. In NovemberEniks will organize a symposium
atthe Library of Congress to commemorate the 1100 years
of the Hungarian statehood. The Hungarian Embassy, the
European Division of the Library of Congress, and the
LCPA Hungarian Language Table will co-sponsor. It will
be coordinated with the gala at the Kennedy Center.

Karoly Nagy raised the question of what hap-
pened to the papers from the 1994 Rutgers conference.
Eniks reported that the papers had been sent to Hungary
in the fall of that year and no response has been received.
She will contact Margit Papp to see if we can get some
information on the status of the publication, and will
report in the newsletter. Karoly also inquired if any more
contributions have been made to the textbook fund
established at Rutgers. None have been made, the money
is in the AHEA savings account. He then introduced a
resolution on in support of the language rights and schools
of the Hungarian minorities in Romania, Slovakia, and
Serbia, which carried unanimously. (See p. 6.)
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CIVIC EDUCATION PROJECT

Civic Education Project is once again looking for indi-
viduals who are interested in spending a year teaching at
institutions of higher learning in Central and Eastern
Europe and the NIS. Applications can be requested at the
below addresses. However, in order to spead up the
application process and save valuable resources that can
be better spent in the region, please consider obtaining
the application online. The easiest way to do this is to
view that CEP brochure at our WWW site (http://
cep.nonprofit.net)). The brochure can be found at httpy/
/cep.nonprofit.net/brochure.html| and that page has a
pointer to the application form itself which is available in
digital form via FTP.

Civic Education Project is an intemational not-for-profit
organization devoted to the strengthening of democracy
in Eastern Europe and the former Soviet Union through the
revitalization of the social sciences in universities and
institutes of higher education.

Through its visiting professor program, CEP sends West-
ern-trainedscholars to teach and advise at universities in
... Hungary ... Romania ... Slovakia and Ukraine.
Teaching assignments are initially for one year, during
which lecturers teach university-level courses in eco-
nomics, history, law, political science, public administra-
tion, and sociology, and also work on outreach and
research. Lectures are conducted in English, and
transportation, housing, insurance, teaching materials
and a living stipend are provided to program participants.
Faculty and advanced graduate students are encouraged
to apply. Write for a brochure/appiication packet. Appli-
cations are currently being accepted for the 1996-97
program year.

For more information on the Civic Education Project and
its activities, please contact

Civic Education Project

P.O. Box 205445 Yale Station

New Haven, CT 06520

Tel: (203) 781-0263

Fax: (203) 781-0265

E-maii: cep@minerva.cis.yale.edu
Automated info: info@cep.nonprofit.net
WWW: httpy//cep.nonprofit.net/
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ANDROCZI

ANGTAL

BARSAY

BARTRAY

BASA

BASA

BENKD

BIRO

BISZTRAY

Neabership iisting for AHEA.

06/13/96
Ferenc F
RR 6 Box 223
Bucknannon W 26201
Andrev i
104 Oakview Dr.
Blon College NC 27244

Laszlo
Dept. of Physics

U. of Alabama
Tuscaloosa AL 35487

Arthur
Contintuing Med. Bd. (OMENj
320 W. 10th Ave.
Ohio State University
Columbus 08 43220-1240

Bniko ¥

707 Snider Lane
Library of Congress
Silver Spring KD 20905

Peter

707 Snider Lane
NIf
Silver Spring ¥D 20908

Stephen
18222 Robin Ave.
Sonoma CA 95478

Ruth G
School of Bducation

Duquesne University
Pittsburgh P 15282

George
Hungarian Chair
21 Sussex Ave.
U. of Toronto
Toronto Ont. Canada

5§ 1Al

0395

0196

0296

0696

0498

0196

0395

0197

0196

BOGNAR

BOROCZ

CHASZAR

CORLISS

CORNBLIUS

DENOTT

DEBRRCZENY

DRMECS

D0§A

Memebership listing for AHEA.

06/13/36

Bela
Dept. of Social Work

Wright State University
Dayton 08 45435

Jozsef

Hungarian Institute

172 College Ave.

Rutgers--The State University

New Brunswick NI 08903
Rde

1204 §. Washington St. Apt.630

Alexandria Va 22314
John B

biosphere Rd.

Oracel Az 85623
Deborah

48 Bla St.

Spotswood NE 08884
Andrea Berger

76 Mulligan Rd.

Athens 08 45701
Paul

Bast Buropean Studies

CB#5125, 02 Campus Y

U. of North Carolina-Ch. Hill

Chapel Bill NC  27599-3165
Desiderio D

Dept. of Humanities & Phil.

P.0. Box 4111

U. of Arkansas at Pine Bluff

Pine Bluff AR 71601
Joseph D

333 B. Onondaga St.

Syracuse NT 13202
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DREISZIGER

ENGELMANN

FARKAS

FELEER

FENTO

FLANNBRY

FODOR

GATTO

GRCZY

Nemebership listing for AHEA.
06/13/96

Nandor 0295
Dept. of History
1,000 fing St. W., Suite 304
Royal Military College of Can
Kingston Ont.. Canada  K7X 5L0

furt 0995
REECAS
203 B Thomson Hall Box 353650

U. of Washington
Seattle WA

98195-3630
Andrew 0195
123 Valencia Rd.
Calgary Alberta. Canada  T3A 2B7
Hadeleine I 0195
P.0. Box 104
Ind. Writers of the Cape & Is.
Woods Hole MA 02543

Nario D 0196
Dept. of History/Politics

Bowie State University
Bowie D 20715

I1diko P 0195
0ffice of International Aff.
Box 52 Admin. Bldg.
Emory University
Atlanta GA 30322

Nicholas J 0196
1455 Sherbrooke St. ¥
Nontreal Quebec, Canads  L4B 29

Katherine G 0496
Dept. of Languages & Cultures

John Carroll Unviversity
University Heights 0F 44118

Louis 0296
1355 Macton Rd.

Street WD 21154

GRCZY

GERGATZ

GLANZ

GOMBOCZ

HANOS

HAREO

HIDAS

HBONIGSFELD

HORVAY

Nemebership listing for AHEA.
06/13/96

Louise 0296
1355 Macton Rd.
Street ¥D 21154

Stephen i 0195
21 Spinnaker Lane
New Orleans LA 10124

Susan 0496
1550 Bast 9th St.
Brooklyn NT 11230

Istvan i 0196
Dept. of Modern Languages

0. of South Dakota
Vermillion sD 57069

Laszlo 0195
Hungarian Hum. Rts. Found./
120 Bast 90th St.
CHRR Hungarian Human Rts Foun
New York NT 10128
Gyongyver 0296
21 Hawthorne Dr.
Somerset NI 08873
Peter 0196
130 Nontpellier $1101
§t. Laurent Quebec, Canada  H4LS5B3
Andrea 0195
5-65 Booth St. Apt. 206
Rego Park N 113N
Prank D 0396
198 St. Prancis Ave. Villa 17

Tiffin OF 44883
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Nemebership listing for AHEA.
06/13/9%

Laszlo 0195
11007 Buckskin Ct.
Peoria IL 61613

Karlene 0195
Humanities

4700 Reele St.
York University

North York Ont. Canada  M3C IP3
Donna Toth T 0196
420 Sea Ln.
La Jolla CA  92037-4949
Bela [ 0396
Prof. Emeritus
P.0. Box 388

Highland Lakes N 07422

Barbara 0196
429 ¥ St. SW Apt. S 510
Washington DC 20024

Anita [ 0396
3409 Chatham Rd.
Adelphi WD 20783

aria 0196
Dept. of French
80-92 Wall St.
Tale University Box 208251
Nev Haven Ct  06520-8251

Gabor 0395
1945 24th Ave.
Greeley co - 80631

Ivan 0396
2128 Main St.

Concord MA 05142

Memebership 1isting for AHEA.
06/13/96

ERISZTINEOVICH Karia i 0395

EUCSBRIR

KUN-5ZABO

EUON

LANTOS

LANTOS

LB¥IS

LUDANYI

WAGYAR

3837 Osler St.
Apt. 146

Vancouver B.C., Canada  V6H 207

Nary Anne 0195
Dept. of International Langs.
100 College Dr.
Cedar Crest College
Allentown PA 18104

Steve | 0196
P.0. Box 2182

Rast Millston N 08875-2182

Geza Charies 0396
215 Willingdon St.

Fredericton N.B.. Canada  E3B 3A6

Attila 0136
National Roreign Aff. Trag.Cen
4000Arlington Blvd.

Foreign Service Institute
Arlington VA 22204

Ilona 0496
Nat't Poreign Affairs Trng.Cn.
4000 Arlington Blvd.
Poreign Service Institute
Arlington VA 22204

Virginia L 0196
Dept. of Foreign Languages

Drake University
Des Noines Ih 50311

Andras 0696
Dept. of Political Science

Ohio Northera University
Ada 08 45810

alsan 0496
178 Oakdene Ave.

Teaneck N 07666
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NARER

¥ESTER

MIRLOSSY

NOLNAR

KOLNAR

NAGY

NAGY

NAGY

Kemebership listing for AHEA.

06/13/96
Judith
178 Oakdene Ave.
Teaneck NJ 07666
Paul
International Business Dept.

Business 850G
Indiana University

Bloomington IN  47405-1701
Fiore

516 Glengrove Ave. ¥

Toronto Ont. Canada 6B 282

fatalin
Hungarian Institute
172 College Ave.
Rutgers--The State University
New Brunswick N 08903

Julius vV
2908 N. Salisbury St.
West Lafayette IN 47906
August J
American Hungarian Foundation
P.0. Box 1084
300 Somerset St.
New Brunswick N 08903
Karoly
25 Redbud Rd.
Niddlesex County College
Bdison N 08818

Silvia ¥
Dept. of Wodern Poreign Lang.

Catholic U. of America
¥ashington DC 20064

Julius
128 Gregory Rd.

Port Collins c0 80524

0296

0136

0196

0196

0196

0195

0496

0195

1096

NAGY

NEMRTHY

NYIEOS

NYIRADY

PASTOR

Memebership listing for AHEA.

06/13/96

fatalin

25 Redbud Rd.

Piscataway NG 08854
Judith

Dept. of Spanish & Portuguese

19 University Pl.

New York University

New York NT 10003
Julius

368 B. Maiden St.

¥ashington pA  15301-5168
Kenneth

434 Hampton Ct.

Falls Church VA 22046
Peter

47 Cecilia Dr.

Wayne NI 07470-4648

PERRSZLENTI-PINTER Martha

SARROZY

SCRINGER

SHAFER

Classical & Nodern Lang.&Cult.

John Carroll University
University Heights 0B 44118

Ilona Bsster
928 Plaza Dr.
Detroit I
fay Bandle
1031 N. George Mason Dr.
Arlington VA 22205
Nichael D

137 Kenefick

14220-1611

Buffalo NY

0298

0198

0396

0196

0196

0496

0196

0496

0196
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‘ Memebership listing for AHEA. Memebership listing for AHRA.
o 06/13/9§ 06/13/%6
= SINOR Denis 0195 TRZLA Albert 0395
‘ 5581 Lampkin Ridge Rd. 5412 London Rd.
> Bloomington  IN 47401 Duluth NN 55809
‘ SOHAR Istvan 0296 T0TH Bthel 0196
= 21 Hawthorne Dr. 101 B. Clifton Ave.
‘ Somerset NG 08873 Clifton NG 07011
. SIIGRTRY arion 0195 VASVARI Louise 0 0195
: 169 Bast 92nd St. 315 West 23rd St. 70D
‘ Nev York NY 10128 New York NY 10011
o®  rso0n0s Piroska 0196 VERBSS Jossef 0196
‘ Bridge Program
100 New St. 39 B. Veterans Hwy.
‘ Research Foundation SUNY
‘ Syracuse NY 13202 Jackson N 08527
® s ¥ariamna 0185 VRRAES Gabor 016
‘ Biosphere 2 Highway 77 Dept. of History
Biosphere Rd.
] P.0. Box 689. Rutgers The State University
‘ Oracle AL 85623 Nevark N 07102
® s Judit 1196 ¥OJATSEE Charles 0336
‘ Barly Childhood Res Cen
15 Baldy Hall 3995 Haro Rd.
=] SUNT Buffalo
‘ Buffalo NY 142690 Victoria BC Canada VBN 4Bi
® s Tanas 0196 Z0LTAT Tibor 0395
‘ 15 Milton Rd. 467 Sumnit Ave.
‘ B. Brunswick N 08527 St. Paul MN 55102
T loltan 0396 Z8AKO Julius 0396
“ 134 West 93 rd. St. Apt. 5B 185 S. Orange Ave.
‘ New York N 10025 South Orange N 07079
‘ TBLEK Jozsef 0395
‘ 57 Don Valley Dr. Code: the first two numbers indicate
P Tororks Ont. Canads  MAK 21 type of membership. The second the
year dues were last paid. Please
send any necessary changes to:
P.0. Box 4183, Silver Spring, MD 28914
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sociologist with a PhD from The Johns Hopkins University, was appointed as Associate Professor of
Sociology and one-fourth-teaching-time Director of Hungarian Studies. He began his service in July,
1995.

Currently about 20 undergraduate students take Hungarian Studies as a minor area of their
specialization. During the fall of 1994, two of our students spent one semester in Szeged as
participants in the Hungarian Studies program at Jézsef Attila University. An additional 4-5 graduate
students and researchers are also studying Hungarian (which is, along with German, currently one of
the two central European languages taught at Rutgers).

In 1995-96 the Institute held (in co-sponsorship with CRCEES) a well-attended public lecture series,
featuring such prominent scholars as Andrew Arato, Gydrgy Csepeli, Andras Gerd, Péter Gyorgy,
Mearia Neményi, and Susan Zimmermann. The Institute is also pleased to have co-sponsored with New
Brunswick’s Hungarian Alumni Association a number of high-quality public lectures in Hungarian.

The Hungarian community of central New Jersey lends strong moral support to the Institute and
provides its students with scholarships: In 1996 the Hungarian American Athletic Club will support
the participation of one of our students in the Debrecen Summer University program at Kossuth Lajos
University; another student will receive a scholarship from the Hungarian Alumni Association in the
fall of 1996. Our students and other affiliates also have convenient access to the valuable Hungarian
book and document holdings in the library of the Hungarian Heritage Center.

Rutgers University provides skeleton funding for the Institute. The scope of our activities can be
expanded only from additional support from governmental, foundation, and private sources, which we
are actively seeking.

The Institute is equipped to handle the language and other instructional needs of a much larger number
of students than those currently enrolled in Hungarian Studies. Rutgers’ consistently high quality in
the related fields of the social sciences and the humanities and the presence of our institute makes it a
perfect place of choice for students interested in pursuing careers in Central European Studies,
Economics, English, History, Music, Political Science, Sociology, Women’s Studies and Hungarian
Studies. '

Tune, 1996.
For further information, please connect Professors Katalin Miklésy or Jézsef Bérocz at

RUTGERS — THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW JERSEY
Institute for Hungarian Studies
172 College Avenue, New Brunswick, NJ 08903-5062

Phone (908) 932-1367; Fax (908) 932—6723
E-mail: miklosy@rci.rutgers.edu or jborocz@rci.rutgers.edu
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RESOLUTION OF THE 21ST ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE
AMERICAN HUNGARIAN EDUCATORS’ ASSOCIATION

AHEA’ S AFFILIATE: AMERICAN HUNGARIAN FOLKLORE CENTRUM

WHEREAS, Hungarian educators from the United States,
Canada and other parts of theworld, convened atMontclair
State University for their 21st Annual Conference, April
25-28, 1996, noted with alarm that all levels of Hungar-
ian-language education for the sizable Hungarian na-
tional minorities of Romania, Slovakia and Serbia are
clearly and presently curtailed and endangered;

WHEREAS, In Romania and Slovakia this endangerment
reached the legislative ievel, when on June 28, 1995 the
Romanian Parliament and on November 15, 1995 the
Slovak Parliament passed laws discriminating against
minority education and language use, thereby clearly
violating the basic human rights of the more than 2 million
Hungarians in Romania and more than 600,000 Hungar-
ians in Slovakia;

WHEREAS, the nearly 400,000 Hungarians of Serbia’s
Vojvodina region are victimized by the Serbian
govermnent’s nationalist policies in the field of educa-
tion;

CONSIDERING that the above mentioned regressive
policies and practices contravene the growing body of
international norms protecting the rights of national mi-
norities, inciuding the right to natitve-language educa-
tion, as set forth, inter alia, in the European Charter for
Regional and Minority Language (Council of Europe,
1992), and in the Helsinki Final Act (1975) as supple-
mented by the concluding Documents adopted in
Copenhagen (1990), Paris (1991), Geneva (1991 ), Mos-
cow (1991) and Helsinki (1992);

NOTING that, in place of govemment-sponsored provo-
cation of anti-minority animosities, fulfillment of the
legitimate aspirations of national minorities in the field of
education can serve to defuse tensions, promote mutual
respect and lead to general understanding and harmony
benefiting the whole of society; and

RECOGNIZTNG the United States’ and Canada’s long-
standing position that a govemment’s compliance with
international human rights standards, including its pro-
tection of the rights of national minorities, are key factors
in determining the level of political and trade relations
with that country; and

FURTHER RECOGNIZING the specific relevance of the
aforementioned issues at the present time, while the U.S.
is actively considering the granting of Most-Favored-
Nation status to Romania, and both the United States and
Canada are active participants in the efforts to resolve the
national and ethnic conflict in former Yugoslavia; now
therefore be it

RESOLVED, that the 21st Annual Conference of the
American Hungarian Educators’ Association

1. DEPLORES the actions by the govern-
ments of the Republics of Romania, Slovakia and Serbia
which deprive national minorities of native-language
education rights, thereby violating their intemnational
obligations regarding the protection of human rights and
the rights of national minorities;

2. ENCOURAGES the aforementioned
governments to adopt enlightened and innovative poli-
cies in the field of education designed to embrace and
promote, not retard, the maintenance and passing on of
ethnic identity, thus actively seeking the support, not
provoking the opposition, of these sizable communities;

3. URGES the governments of the United
States and Canada and other international bodies to
continue to take every opportunity at international fo-
rums and in their bilateral relations to encourage the
aforementioned republic to comply with their commit-
ments to promote minority language education at all
levels; and, specifically

Cont. on page 7

page 6
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BOOKS BOOKS BOOKS BOOKS

Treasury of Hungarian Love Poems, Quotations and Proverbs
In Hungarian and in English

Edited and Translated by Katherine Gyékényesi Gatto

Order:

Hippocrene Books, 171 Madison Ave. N.Y., N.Y. 10016

Erdelyi Krénika 1608 -1665 by Georg Kraus
Order:

Omagyar KultGra Baréti Térsasag

1476 Budapest, Postafi6k 152.

My Manifold City by George Goméri

Order:

Alba Press or George Gomori

46 Grantchester Rcad, Cambridge CB3 9ED UK

Karik4z6 - Hungarian Folklore Newsletter

Order:

Karik4z6, 55 Steeles Ave. East, Willowdale, Ontario, Canada
M2M 3Y3, Phone: 905-339-1130

Aiir N Aviercan HUNGARIAN EDUCATORS' ASSOCIATION

J/TICTVP, O. Box 4103, Siwver Serine, MD 20914

1111111111911 14114144111194111111111111111111114



