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To: info@ahea.net

To the members of the Helena History Press Scholarship Evaluation Committee: Katalin Kádár Lynn, James Niessen, Klára Papp:

Dear Katalin, Klára, and James,

I hope this letter finds you well. I am a musicologist and pianist, Lecturer and Research Fellow at the Liszt Academy of Music in Budapest. I participated in AHEA
conferences and closely follow its activity. My recent book in Hungarian on the pianist Béla Bartók, published by Balassi in 2022 (see https://lfze.hu/hirek/megjelent-
stacho-laszlo-konyve-a-zongoramuvesz-bartok-belarol-124211) as the first monograph on one of the most important Hungarian pianists of all times, whose fame as a
composer has overshadowed his fame as a pianist, was featured in this year’s February AHEA Newsletter. The monograph has enjoyed considerable success and
received praise from readers and critics alike, and I am thrilled by its positive reception. Importantly, Cambridge University Press expressed an interest in its publication
in English.

I am writing to you today with an exciting opportunity. I am eager to translate my book into English to reach a wider audience and share its message with professional
communities around the world. However, I am faced with the financial challenge of covering the costs associated with professional translation services. There is no
funding body to fund such a project in Hungary, and under the current economic and political circumstances, there is no hope that my university, the Liszt Academy
could fund such a project: they rely on external financement in such issues.

The translation of my book represents not only a personal aspiration but also a cultural exchange and an opportunity to contribute to the professional landscape in
English-speaking countries with respect to the probably most famous figure of Hungarian culture. By making my work accessible to readers worldwide, I believe it can
resonate with a broader audience and potentially inspire, entertain (as the book’s style is well beyond the dry professional prose), and provoke thought on a global
scale on Bartók.

I am reaching out to you, as members of the Helena History Press Scholarship Evaluation Committee, in the hopes of securing financial support to facilitate the
translation process. The funds would go directly towards hiring a qualified translator who can capture the essence and nuance of the original text while ensuring its
seamless transition into English.

I am confident that the English version of my book has the potential to make a meaningful impact and garner attention in the academic community all over the world.
With your support, I am optimistic about the success of this endeavor and the doors it could open both for me as an author and for the Bartók studies.

Attached to this email, please find a short (one-page) presentation of my book and its (longer) professional review published in Magyar Zene (the only scholarly journal
of musicology in Hungarian).

I am more than willing to provide any further information or answer any questions you may have regarding this project. Given the potential impact of translating my
successful book into English, would applying for the scholarship be a worthwhile endeavor?

I am grateful in advance for your reply,
with kind regards,
László

Dr László Stachó, PhD Habil.
Liszt Academy of Music, Budapest
+36 70 235 3440 
https://uni.lisztacademy.hu/doctoral-school-teaching-staff/stacho-laszlo-1310
stacho.laszlo@liszt.hu 
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