NOMINATION FORM FOR THE PETER BASA AWARD
OF THE AMERICAN HUNGARIAN EDUCATORS ASSOCIATION

DATE: 2/9/2018

Supporting the nomination of Martha Pintér Pereszlényi for the Peter Basa Prize by
Ruth Biro and Eniké Molnar Basa

Ruth Biro

Martha is a founding member of the AHEA and she has been active in the Associaton
since then; she organized conferences at Ohio State University and John Carrol
University, Cleveland and also with Endre Szentkiralyi at Cleveland State. She has
been active in the Modern Language Association Hungarian section, now Forum, since
the 1970’s both in presenting papers and serving as officer and organizing sessions.

Martha is also active in the Cleveland Hungarian Congress program each November
for the past 60 years, and in the work of the Cleveland community. She has presented
papers as well as helping with various projects. Martha is very self-effacing and much
of what she does is not visible, but she had done a great deal for Hungarian Studies
and has helped advance the work of the AHEA over the years.

Eniké Molnar Basa, AHEA Executive Director Emeritus

It is my distinct pleasure to offer this letter of support to accompany the 2016
nomination of Martha Pereszlényi -Pintér by Endre Szentkiralyi for the Peter Basa Award
of the American Hungarian Educators Association. This recommendation, revised in
2018 is based on my personal knowledge of her sustained involvement in the AHEA and
her significant contributions to many other Hungarian and Hungarian- American cultural
endeavors over a period of forty years.

| first became acquainted with Marta in the decade of the 1960's, when as a
teenager she enthusiastically participated in the Hungarian scouts and folk dance events
in Cleveland. Thereafter, in the late sixties and early seventies, | met her at the Hungarian
Association (Magyar Talakoz6) meetings, also in Cleveland. When the AHEA was
founded in 1974 in Cleveland, she became the youngest founding member of the new
organization at the age of 26. As an early supporter, presenter, and session chair,



Martha served as AHEA president for four terms, from 1984-1988 (2 terms) and again
from 2000-2004 (2 terms) and as AHEA conference organizer 5 times (Ohio State
University, Columbus OH 1984, University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh 1988, and John
Carroll University, Cleveland in 1998, 2011. In 2018 she was an AHEA conference co-
organizer at Cleveland State University.)

She earned her Ph.D. in Romance Languages from Ohio State University in 1981
and continued her activities in Hungarian studies, all the while pursuing her college
teaching career in French. The same year she became AHEA president she organized the
AHEA conference in Columbus on "Hungary and Hungarians- Accomplishments and
Prospects”. Later in 1984 she addressed the Anyanyelvi Konference in Hungary on the
AHEA and her paper was included in their publication as "Az Amerikai MagyarTanarok
Egyesiletének (AHEA) kilecedik konferenciaja, Nyelviink és kulturank, 1984, 57. Sz, 73-
74. At that time she also was interviewed by Magyar Radio on the AHEA and other
Hungarian-American activities. Between 1984 and 1990 Marta created 16 manuals on the
Hungarian language which were published by Ohio State University. She also developed
a telephone service to facilitate distance Hungarian language study. In addition, Martha
conducted Hungarian proficiency exams at the University of Maryland. (See amazon.com
for her Hungarian language publications, some co-authored with Julianna Nadas
Ludanyi.)

In 1988 Martha was teaching French at Slippery Rock University and she
organized the AHEA conference at the University of Pittsburgh with Paul Body and me.
In 1990 her "Review of Hungarian Picture Dictionary for Young Americans,” Modern
Language Journal, Winter 1990, Vol. 74, no. 4, pp. 543-535, co-authored by Biro,
Kontra, and Radnai, was published. Also in the decade of 1990's, Martha was several
times awarded a Summer Faculty Associateship at the Russian and East European
Institute at the University of Illinois at Champaign-Urbana, under the sponsorship of the
U.S. State Department and the U.S. Office of Education. In this program she conducted
independent research on Hungarian and Hungarian-American topics, participated in
Hungarian Group workshops, lead research findings debriefings, and offered Hungarian
films for the Summer Faculty Associates, including scholars of Russia and other East-
European nations. The Hungarian films were very popular with the other divisions
because of Martha's comprehensive introduction to each film and her thoughtful
concluding remarks. Martha published information on the RIEE Summer Faculty
Associate program in her article "Report on the Second Week at the University of Illinois
Summer Research Lab -- Hungarians in the Diaspora”, Hungarian Diaspora Newsletter,
Vol. 1, Fall 1997, p 4.

In 1991 Marta participated with others representing the Cleveland Hungarian
Heritage Museum on an Ethnic Studies program at Cleveland State University. She ably
served as Webmaster for the Cleveland Hungarian Heritage Museum, a position she held
for 17 years - from 1997 to 2014. Martha served several terms on the Board of Directors
of the CHHM and made presentations to audiences on various topics ranging from one in
2005 on displaced persons and Hungarian Freedom Fighter refugees coming to the USA
in the 1950's to a presentation in 2008 on Hungarian folklore. She also served on various
CHHM committees, such as one on Col. Michael Kovats, Hungarian hero of the
American Revolutionary War.



Martha is often on the program of the Hungarian Association, Cleveland (Magyar
Tarsasag) where she has been a long-serving member of the Board of Directors. (See
archives on their website.) In 2009 she was the Program Chair for the Thursday - Sunday
conference held over the Thanksgiving weekend. In 2013 she was on a Fulbright panel
session that featured the signing of a document with Hungary establishing the Fulbright
Hungarian Visiting Professorship 2014-2018 at Cleveland State University, with support
from the United Hungarian Societies of Greater Cleveland --including Hungarian
organizations in which Martha is active.

In 1990, Martha served as the Co-Director for the Fulbright -Hays Group Project
Abroad to Hungary, a 6-week lecture/curriculum development program under the aegis of
the US Department of Education for professors and teachers, directed by me and advised
by AHEA Executive Director Eniko Basa and member Paul Body. Martha was my first
choice as a key project person because of her extensive knowledge of Hungarian and
Hungarian topics and her background training in pedagogy as part of her undergraduate
French major at Cleveland State University. Martha assisted several participants in the
FH GPA program develop their presentations for the 1991 AHEA conference at Indiana
University and she prepared a slide show on the Fulbright -Hays grant to introduce her
own presentation as well. At the Duquesne University History Forum in Pittsburgh that
same year she addressed additional topics on the F-H GPA project.

In 2000, Marta was again elected AHEA president. Earlier, in 1998, she served as
AHEA conference organizer at John Carroll University, and did so again in 2011 and
2018. The entire program formulated for the 2011 conference bears the hallmark of her
diligence, administrative expertise, and extensive knowledge of Cleveland resources. In-
between these years Marta received proposals and chaired the 2007 Modern Language
Association Hungarian Discussion group on the subject "Crossing Borders, Breaking
Boundaries: Transnationalism in Hungarian Film and Literature, Exploring the Exchange,
Circulation, and Transformation of Hungarian Culture through Boundary-crossing
Encounters,”. In 2014 the AHEA e-journal entitled Hungarian Cultural Studies published
her review of Peter Hargitai's book entitled Who Let the Bats Out?: Twisted Tales From
Transylvania in VVol.7 (2014), pp. 412-415. In 2018 (Vol. 10) she reviewed Fischer,
Linda, 2014. The Memory Book - One Women’s Self-Discovery in the Mist of the
Austrian-Hungarian Monarchy, New York: Minted Prose. 2014.326 pp. She was also an
organizer for the AHEA Conference in Cleveland 2018, a third time in the Association’s
history in its founding city.

Marta effortlessly moves from AHEA activities to Hungarian cultural events,
frequently creating intriguing ways to combine her academic role as a Chair of the
Department of Classical and Modern Languages (2009 - 2018) and professor of French
with an interest in Medieval and Renaissance studies with her personal passion for the
Hungarian language and Hungarian themes. In 2009 her presentation to the AHEA
Conference at Georgetown was entitled "French Influences in Hungarian Love Poetry:
From the Middle Ages to the 21st Century”. In 2011 at the Maison Francaise in
Cleveland she offered a presentation in French to commemorate the bicentennial of the
birth of Franz Liszt (1811 -2011) and his years in Paris. In her over twenty-five years at
John Carroll University she has sought ways to showcase Hungarian subjects even
though the university does not teach Hungarian. An example of a Hungarian program
sponsored by JCU in 2012 was the performance of "Kossuth's Message™ concerning the



visit of Hungarian statesman Lajos Kossuth to Ohio and the United States during his tour
of 1851-1852. The hour-long program featuring Hungarian American actors was
sponsored by Martha's department and several others on the JCU campus and was
available free of charge to the university community and public at large.

These examples highlight Marta's endeavors serving the AHEA and promoting
Hungarian and Hungarian American cultural facets in various venues. | have been in
attendance at a number of her activities—in Cleveland, in diverse locales in the United
States, abroad at the AHEA conferences in 2000 and 2005 in Budapest, and during travel
with her to different regions in Hungary for the 1984 Anyanylevi Konferencia and the
1990 Fulbright-Hays project. Her activities represent a consistent long-term commitment
to her heritage and showcase her expertise in Hungarian topics. Her outstanding
accomplishments demonstrate she is deserving of the Peter Basa Award of the American
Hungarian Educators Association.

Ruth G. Biro Pittsburgh PA. January 28, 2018

Martha Pereszlényi-Pintér’s Publications

e Review of Fischer, Linda. 2014. The Memory Book — One Woman's Self-
Discovery in the Mist of the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy. New York: Minted
Prose. 326 pp. Hungarian Cultural Studies: e-Journal of the American Hungarian
Educators Association(Vol 10, 2017)

e Review of Hargitai, Peter. 2013. Who Let the Bats Out? Twisted Tales from
Transylvania. Bloomington: iUniverse. 170 pp., illus. Dianne Marlene Hargitai

e Chapter Four: “Balkany: A Glimpse of Hungarian Village Life in the Eighteenth
Century.” Zoltan Molnar. Translated by Martha Pereszlényi-Pintér pp. 69-91, in
Hungary through the centuries : studies in honor of professors Steven Béla Vardy
and Agnes Huszar Vardy. Boulder : Columbia University Press /East European
Monographs; New York, 2012.

e 7Ki volt az ,,igazi” Bathory Erzsébet?” [Who was the “Real” Elizabeth
Bathory?”’] Proceedings of the 49" (2009) and 50" (2010) Hungarian Congress
(Cleveland, OH), 2011, pp. 170-187.

e Entries in Encyclopedia of Modern East Europe, 1815-1989, Richard Frucht,
editor, (Sandor Csodri Albert Szent-Gyorgyi, Attila Jozsef, Alexander Kordsi-
Csoma, John Neumann, Ferenc Molnar, Mihaly Vorosmarty). New York:
Garland, 2000: 176-177, 405-406, 426, 505434, 781, 835.

e “National Identity Mirrored in Fashion,” Proceedings of the XLIl Annual
Congress of the Hungarian Scientific, Literary, and Artistic Association.
Cleveland: Arpad Publishing Company, 2003, pp. 174-175, 194-195.

e "Eastern European 'Sweet Life' - Ibolya Fekete's Bolshe Vita," in Closely Watched
Frames, Newsletter of the AAASS Working Group on Cinema and TV: CIS and
Eastern Europe, Vol. IX, No.2, (Fall, 1997): 6-7.

# PUBLISHED TEXTBOOKS & MANUALS FOR THE STUDY OF
HUNGARIAN :


http://ahea.pitt.edu/ojs/index.php/ahea/article/view/307
http://ahea.pitt.edu/ojs/index.php/ahea/article/view/307
http://ahea.pitt.edu/ojs/index.php/ahea/article/view/307
http://ahea.pitt.edu/ojs/index.php/ahea/article/view/158
http://ahea.pitt.edu/ojs/index.php/ahea/article/view/158

NB:

All manuals were reviewed by a minimum of three linguists from three
major universities before publication: Dr. George Bisztray, Holder of
Hungarian Chair at University of Toronto; Dr. Gyula Décsy, Department
of Uralic & Altaic Studies, Indiana University, Bloomington; and Dr.
Andrew Kerek, Miami University, Ohio. Written via group grants to the
Ohio State University either by NEH (National Endowment for the
Humanities) or the National Security Agency, Washington, D.C.

These manuals are sold nationwide. They are also on the suggested list of
official manuals for the study of Hungarian given to Fulbright Grant Recipients
who will be doing research in Hungary. As of present (2018), they are still sold
on Amazon.com.

Reading Hungarian I. An Advanced Course. Slavic Papers no. 60, OSU
FOREIGN LANGUAGE PUBLICATIONS with Julianna Ludanyi (Ohio
Northern University), 1987.

Instructor's Manual to accompany Reading Hungarian I. An Advanced Course.
Slavic Papers no. 60A, OSU FOREIGN LANGUAGE PUBLICATIONS, with
Julianna Ludanyi (Ohio Northern University), 1987.

Advanced Hungarian 1. Slavic Papers no. 51, OSU FOREIGN LANGUAGE
PUBLICATIONS (sole author), 1987.

Instructor's Manual to accompany Advanced Hungarian 1. Slavic Papers no.
51A, OSU FOREIGN LANGUAGE PUBLICATIONS, (sole author), 1987.
Intermediate Hungarian Il. Manual for Individualized Instruction. Slavic Papers
no. 24, OSU FOREIGN LANGUAGE PUBLICATIONS, with Julianna Ludanyi
(Ohio Northern University, 1984.

Instructor's Manual to accompany Intermediate Hungarian Il. Manual for
Individualized Instruction. Slavic Papers no. 24A, OSU FOREIGN
LANGUAGE PUBLICATIONS, was head writer & general editor, with Louis J.
Elteto (Portland State University) & Magdolna Gera (Indiana University,
Bloomington), 1985.

Intermediate Hungarian I. Manual for Individualized Instruction. Slavic Papers
no. 23, OSU. FOREIGN LANGUAGE PUBLICATIONS, with Julianna Ludanyi
(Ohio Northern University), 1984.

Instructor's Manual to accompany Intermediate Hungarian I. Slavic Papers no.
23A, OSU FOREIGN LANGUAGE PUBLICATIONS, was head writer &
general editor, with Louis J. Elteto (Portland State University) & Magdolna Gera
(Indiana University, Bloomington), 1985.

Beginning Hungarian Il. Manual for Individualized Instruction. Slavic Papers
no. 21, OSU FOREIGN LANGUAGE PUBLICATIONS, with Julianna Ludanyi
(Ohio Northern University), 1984.

Instructor's Manual to accompany Beginning Hungarian Il.  Slavic papers no.
21A, OSU FOREIGN LANGUAGE PUBLICATIONS, was head writer &
general editor, with Louis J. Elteto (Portland State University) & Magdolna Gera
(Indiana University, Bloomington), 1985.
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Beginning Hungarian I. Manual for Individualized Instruction. Slavic Papers no.
2, OSU FOREIGN LANGUAGE PUBLICATIONS, with Julianna Ludanyi (Ohio
Northern University), 1984.

Instructor's Manual to accompany Beginning Hungarian 1. Slavic Papers no.
20A, OSU FOREIGN LANGUAGE PUBLICATIONS, was head writer &
general editor, with Louis J. Elteto (Portland State University) & Magdolna Gera
(Indiana University, Bloomington, 1984.

OTHER PUBLICATIONS RE: HUNGARIAN & EAST EUROPEAN
STUDIES:

"On the Web!" In Review. The Second One Hundred years. Newsletter of the
Cleveland Hungarian Heritage Society & Museum, Vol. 12, nos. 3-4, Jul-August,
1997, p. 2.

"Cleveland masodik legnagyobb Montessori iskoldja" ["Cleveland's Second
Largest Montessori School”]. Proceedings of the XXXIst Annual Congress of the
Hungarian Scientific, Literary, and Artistic Association. Cleveland: Arpad
Publishing Company, 1992: 21-24.

"A Mai magyar iskolai rendszer"” ["The Contemporary Hungarian Educational
System."]. Proceedings of the XXXth Annual Congress of the Hungarian
Scientific, Literary, and Artistic Association. Cleveland: Arpad Publishing
Company, 1991: 120-125.

"Akik félig-meddig maris beolvadtak™ ("Assimilation into American Society by
Successive Generations of Hungarian-Americans™). Proceedings of the XXIXth
Annual Congress of the Hungarian Scientific, Literary, and Artistic Association.
Cleveland: Arpad Publishing Company, 1990: 95-97.

"A Magyar nyelvtan Gjabb modszere"” ("New Methods for Teaching Hungarian™).
Proceedings of the XXIVth Annual Congress of the Hungarian Scientific, Literary,
and Artistic Association. Cleveland: Arpad Publishing Company, 1985: 117-
122.

"Avertissement™ (translation from Hungarian into French of the "Preface” to the
Arpad Academy: Activities of the Members. Cleveland: Arpad publishing
Company, 1982: xi-xii.

"The Hungarian Individualized Instruction Program at the Ohio State University."
Proceedings of the Third National Conference on Individualized Instruction. The
Ohio State University, May 1983, 301 -314.

(The following reviews were published in The Modern Language Journal, a
journal which referees its scholarly articles, and is considered one of the most
prestigious in the field.)

Review of Hungarian Picture Dictionary for Young Americans by Ruth Bir6
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(Duquesne University), Miklds Kontra and Zso6fia Radnai, Budapest:
Tankdnyvkiad6. The Modern Language Journal 74 (Winter, 1990): 534-535.
Review of Colloquial Hungarian by Jerry Payne, 2nd ed. London & New York:
Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1987. The Modern Language Journal 75 (Winter,
1989): 520.

PUBLICATIONS IN FRENCH LITERATURE:

"Boccace, La Fontaine, et les Conte: Avoir moralement raison mais
esthétiquement tort." Actes de Montréal, Et in Arcadia Ego, Actes du XXVlle
Congrés Annuel de la North American Society for XVIIth Century Literature,
Published in Papers on French Seventeenth Century Literature (Paris — Seattle-
Tubingen, 1996): 161-167. (*refereed publication, the journal is among the most
prestigious in French 17 century Studies.

"Pearls and the Profession of ‘fabricante de fausses perles' in the Seventeenth
Century.” Cahiers du Dix-septieme, An Interdisciplinary Journal (Dept. of
Romance languages, The University of Georgia, 2000) VII: 2: 149-160.
(*refereed publication, the journal is also among the most prestigious in French
17" century Studies.

“The Lore of the Cat in French Art and Literature, from Medieval Times through
the Twentieth Century.” Twenty-first Annual Conference on the Teaching of
Foreign Languages and Literatures (Youngstown State University, 1997) XI:
287-300.

""Developing Reading Skills in French Through Films and Texts." Newsletter 10.
Northeast Conference on the Teaching of Foreign Languages, Fall, 1991, pp.38-
41; 51-53.

OTHER FRENCH PUBLICATIONS:

Co-editor (with Dr. Hélene Sanko) of Le Tambour, Newsletter of the Maison
Francaise de Cleveland, Cleveland branch of L'Alliance Francaise, international
organization headquartered in Paris, 1995-1998. Published numerous short
articles on French literature, film, and culture.
o "Mardi Gras, 1996," Le Tambour, Volume 5, Number 3 (Spring/Summer
1996:) 3.
o "Nous remercions notre Consul Honoraire partant, Monsieur Albert
Borovitz,"(article about the outgoing Honorary Consul of France in
Cleveland, with Héléne N. Sanko), Le Tambour, Volume 5, Number 3
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(Spring/Summer 1996): 2.

o "Un Tresor souterrain trouvé en France™ (article about new discoveries of
pre-historic cave art in Southern France), Le Tambour, Volume 5, number
1 (Summer 1995): 1-2.

o "Quelques mots sur la vie et I'oeuvre de Frangois Truffaut” (article about
nouvelle vague French film director Truffaut), Le Tambour, Volume 4,
Number 3 (February 1995): 5-7.

PUBLICATIONS IN FRENCH PEDAGOGY:

Exercise for French in Action Newsletter, Yale University: beginning 1999-
present.

http://www.yale.edu/yup/FiA/newsletter/tableau2.html.

“Teaching Feature Films in the French German, and Spanish College/University
Curriculum,” Perspectives in Foreign Languages Teaching. Proc. 17 Annual
Conference on the Teaching of Foreign Languages and Literatures, Youngstown,
OH 29-30 October 1993 Vol. VII, Spring 1994, 219-224.

"Focus on Francophone: French Is More Than Just France: A Multi-media View
of the Rest of the Francophone World." Perspectives in Foreign Languages
Teaching. Proc. 16 Annual Conference on the Teaching of Foreign Languages
and Literatures, Youngstown, OH 30-31 Oct 1992, Vol. VI, Spring 1993, 47-56.
"Cendrillon," in "Tableau d'honneur,” French in Action Newsletter 12 ( Spring,
1992); 3.

Assistant editor (to Dr. Héléne N. Sanko, JCU) Proceedings of the East Central
Colleges Student Foreign Language Conference (held April 10, 1991, John
Carroll University campus), 1991.

"How to Set Up an Individualized Instruction Program in Foreign Languages Via
Telephone Perspectives in Language Teaching. Proceedings of the 14th Annual
Conference on the Teaching of Foreign languages and Literatures. Youngstown
State University. 26-27 October. 1990 (Vol. IV): 19-26.

"Telephone Assisted Language Study at Ohio State University: A Report." The
Modern Language Journal, 72, iv (1988): 426-434. [included French as well as
several other languages]

"Individualized Instruction in French at the Ohio State University." Proceedings
of the First National Conference on Individualized Instruction, the Ohio State
University, May 1979: 207-210.

PUBLISHED TEXTBOOKS & MANUALS IN FRENCH (1978 - 1985):

Individualized Instruction Learning Packet Manual for French 103, Revised
Third Edition, OSU Research Foundation, 1983; revised Fourth Edition, 1985.
Individualized Instruction Learning Packet Manual for French 102, Revised
Third Edition, OSU Research Foundation, 1982; revised Fourth Edition, 1985.
Individualized Instruction Learning Packet Manual for French 101. Revised

Third Edition, OSU Research Foundation, 1981, revised Fourth Edition, 1985.
Sole author of above three. First & second editions were published in 1977 & 1978, with
NEH funds. | was the principal writer & editor of first & second editions, with contributions
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from OSU faculty members Thérése M. Bonin, Diane W. Birckbichler, Donald E. Corbin, and
Eliane McKee. OSU's individualized instruction materials were also purchased & used in
colleges & universities throughout USA & Canada.

e Individualized Instruction Learning Packet Manual for French 104. First Edition,
OSU Research Foundation, 1978; revised Fourth Edition, 1985. Principal author
& editor, with contributions from Barbara Brewka & Katherine Knutsen (the Ohio
State University). Second edition 1981, same, with contributions from Prof. A.G.
Tarr (the Ohio State University). Manual included literary selections as well as
cultural materials.

e SALUT/BONJOUR Radio Interviews. Manual to accompany tapes of interviews
with French speakers from around the world, featured on WOSU radio program.
OSU in-house publication, 1983; available to general public & for student use in
French conversation classes at Ohio State or elsewhere.

e Simple comme bonjour. Manual to accompany the conversational French lessons
of SALUT/BONJOUR French Radio Program, with Sophie Jeffries, Renee
Kingkaid, & John Savage, OSU Research Foundation, 1981.

e Conversational French. Editor, Manual to accompany the conversational French
lessons of SALUT/BONJOUR French radio program, with Francoise Delame
Watts (Randolph Macon Women's College) & Henri Moyal, OSU Research
Foundation, 1978.

e Laboratory Manual to accompany Aérodrame (publisher EMC Corporation), with
Jo Ann Recker (Xavier University), OSU Research Foundation, 1978.

e Laboratory Manual to accompany Suivez la piste (publisher EMC Corporation),
with Thérése Bonin (the Ohio State University) & Michael Gibbons, OSU
Research Foundation, 1978.

# PUBLISHED REVIEWS in FRENCH STUDIES:

(The following Review was published in The Modern Language Journal, a journal
which referees its scholarly articles, and is considered one of the most prestigious
in the field.)

e Review of Parlons Affaires, by Annie Rouxeville, Sheffield, England. Sheffield
Academic Press, 1993. The Modern Language Journal 78 (Summer 1994). 257-
258. (book for Business French)
e Served as anonymous reviewer/article evaluator for The Modern Language
Journal, 1997.
PUBLICATIONS in (GENERAL) PEDAGOGY:

e "Cleveland's Second largest Montessori School." Proceedings of the XXXIst
Annual Congress of the Hungarian Scientific, Literary, and Artistic Association.
Cleveland: Arpéad Publishing Company, 1992: 21-24.



