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My research embraces different aspects pertaining to the history of the Hungarian 

Catholic Church in the 20th century. Following the collapse of Communism, church 

history grew quickly into a key sub-discipline of Hungarian historiography, owing 

both to the need for its methodological renewal, as well as the (re)-population of a 

long-neglected area of our national history with primary research. I have found my 

scholarship in both areas to be fascinating and rewarding. 

 Dramatic disruptions and breaks are decisive characteristics of 20th century 

Hungarian political history, and the related church history necessarily focuses on the 

institutional history of the Catholic Church. In my research, however, I have 

attempted to demonstrate the validity of social historical approaches, not least because 

examining the broader concept of what a church is might explain the phenomena of 

“longue durée”, when illustrating the social presence of churches. Therefore, separate 

from their spiritual mission, I advocate for perceiving churches as social actors and 

their representatives as members of the political elite, possessing multi-faceted and 

often contradictory views on the changing social and political fabric of the polities of 

Hungary. Pursuant to this, I have examined the Hungarian Catholic intelligentsia’s 

comprehension of social modernization in the Horthy era and the beginnings of 

Hungarian Christian democracy.  
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After these theoretical investigations, I have shifted my focus to the examination 

of Catholic social practices, attempting to understand better the emergence of social 

policy and what contribution Catholic intellectuals made to it. In addition, I have 

touched upon the history of the Jesuit social organization KALOT (Catholic Youth 

Movement of Agricultural Workers), and have assessed the political activity of 

Margit Slachta, Béla Kovrig, and István Barankovics. To trace the fates of these key 

figures more accurately, I have conducted extensive research amongst Communist 

state security holdings as well as those of Hungarian emigrant organizations. 

Following publication of my monograph, “Behind the Masks – The Lives of 

Töhötöm Nagy” in Hungarian, I have begun to prepare the book for an English-

speaking audience. Apart from providing readers with a historical reconstruction of 

the life of this legendary Jesuit, this biography has allowed me to discuss certain 

crucial turning points in Hungarian history.  

As one of KALOT’s leaders, Töhötöm Nagy exerted a significant influence upon 

Catholic social work in Hungary throughout the 1930s. Later, following World War 

II, he was a major figure in clandestine church diplomacy, shuttling between 

Budapest and Rome, negotiating with both Vatican and Soviet authorities. Then came 

two decades in Argentinian emigration, before he made a return to Hungary in the 

1960s. Identifying and figuratively pulling off Töhötöm Nagy’s “masks” has allowed 

me to detail the history of clandestine societies and organizations, ranging from 

freemasonry to the predecessors of the CIA to Communist state security, the latter of 

which Töhötöm Nagy was an employee. These unique experiences in the person of a 

single man endow his life with equal measures of danger, suspense, and adventure. 

Accordingly, I’m convinced that making his biography accessible for foreign readers 

is in the interest not only of Hungarian historiography, but also that of European, 

church, and Cold War historiography as well. 

 


