
Narrative Essay of Research 

My research focuses on Modern Hungarian Jewish history. Though isolated linguistically due to the 

Hungarian language, the Hungarian Jewish community was substantial, not just in numbers but also 

in its scholarly contribution to the diverse fields of the humanities and social sciences.  I specifically 

examine at the turn of the 20
th

 century history of Neolog Jewish race theories, a group that is akin to 

the North American Conservative Jewish movements. I analyze how Neolog Jews were influenced 

by the race theories of Hungarian nationalism and drew up alternative racial definitions of 

Jewishness. I point out how their discourses were multidimensional and even self-contradictory 

about who is a Hungarian. I document the diversity as well as introduce the framework of Hungarian 

Jewish discourses of self-understanding with relation to Hungarian nationalism, anti-Semitism, and 

Oriental Studies. By focusing on the idea of national unity and common origin I am able to go into 

the subtext of the relationship between Hungarians and Jews. My goal is to draw a portrait of a group 

and explain their importance. I approach their discourse through an intellectual historiography. 

In promoting the idea of a race-based identity these scholars imitated European theories of 

culture and civilization, and also offered their own personal interpretations of the relationship 

between race and nation, an interpretation, which reflected the particular ethnic condition of 

Hungary. The examination of their ideas gives us a perspective that is significant for understanding 

modern Hungary at large and specifically is essential to the understanding of the self-imaginings of a 

Hungarian minority community. When we examine the Hungarian conditions and situation we can 

see that the Hungarian case was different with regard to the integration of the Jews from the Western 

or Eastern Europe. According to European race theories, Jews were considered an unwelcome race, a 

view that has been thoroughly studied. With regard to the Jews in Hungary, the scholarly debate has 

been confined to the ideological dichotomy of either assimilation or dissimilation. However, the 

Magyarization of Jews in Hungary differed from other countries partially due to the different context 

and conditions but mainly because of the Hungarian narrative of nationalism. In the Hungarian case, 

linguistic adaptability varied due to the population’s diverse origins, which made for a polyglot 

country and capital, Budapest. This influenced the attitude of both the minorities towards Hungarian 

rulership and that of the Jews. But while the other minorities were antagonistic towards Hungarian 

dominance the Jews welcomed the unique opportunity to be counted into the nation and responded 

positively to the possibility. Anti-Semitism was not prevalent at the time and the liberal nationalist 

created stories of acceptance of Jews into the Hungarian nation. Therefore, it is significant to 

illustrate this unique history that is specific to Modern Hungary. 
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